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ONFIDENTIAL RABAT 2733 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PBOR MOPS MO SS SP 

SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: SPANISH CAPTURE MOROCCAN TROOPS IN 
SAHARA 

REF: FBIS LONDON 091309Z JUNE 75 (NOTAL) 

1. SPANISH EMBASSY HERE AND SEMI-OFFICIAL MOROCCAN NEWS 
AGENCY MAP, CITING SPANISH EUROPA PRESS AGENCY, HAVE 
AMPLIFIED SLIGHTLY ON REF MESSAGE WHICH REPORTED THAT 
46 MEMBERS OF A MOROCCAN ARMY UNIT HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY 
SPANISH ARMY AFTER INVADING SAHARA AND ATTEMPTING TO 

OCCUPY MILITARY OUTPOST IN COLONY 30 AND 40 KILOMETERS 
RESPECTIVELY FROM MOROCCAN AND ALGERIAN FRONTIERS. 

SPANISH EMBASSY SAID THAT REPORT ENTIRELY CORRECT AND 
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THAT CAPTURED TROOPS BELONGED TO MEHARISTE (CAMEL CORPS) 
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UNIT WHICH INVADED SAHARA IN MISTAKEN IMPRESSION THAT 
SPANISH ARMY HAD ABANDONED ITS OUTPOST AT MAHBES. 

MOROCCANS WERE EVIDENTLY ATTEMPTING DENY OUTPOST TO 
OTHER ANTI-COLONIALIST ELEMENTS, NOTABLY PRO-INDEPENDENCE 
F POLISARIO, SPANISH EMBASSY SAID. WHEN MOROCCANS 
ARRIVED ON SCENE, SPANISH CALLED IN REINFORCEMENTS AND 
CAPTURED, APPARENTLY WITHOUT BLOODSHED, THE INVADERS, 

THEIR VEHICLES AND THEIR WEAPONS WHICH WERE LARGELY OF 
CZECH ORIGIN. MAP REPORTS INCIDENT IN MATTER-OF-FACT 
WAY AND NOTES THAT CAPTURED TROOPS HAD BEEN TAKEN TO 
EL AYOUN. AFP ITEM CARRED IN PRESS JUNE 10 SAYS ACTION 
TOOK PLACE ON MORNING OF JUNE 8. 

2. MAP ITEM ALSO CARRIES REPORT GIVEN IN REF MESSAGE 
THAT SPANISH ARMY HAD CAPTURED F POLISARIO JEEP IN 
SAHARA. ACCORDING TO MAP, JEEP CONTAINED FOUR F POLISARIO 
FIGHTERS AND WAS OPERATING NEAR ALGERIAN FRONTIER. 

3. IN JUNE 9 SPEECH OPENING 25TH SESSION OF OAU’S 
AFRICAN LIBERATION COORDINATING COMMITTEE, KING HASSAN 
REFERRED TO CAPTURE OF "THIRTY PERSONS CLAIMING TO BE 
FROM FRONT FOR LIBERATION AND UNITY (FLU)". FLU IS 
PRO-MOROCCAN ORGANIZATION, WHICH IS SAID TO BE LED BY 
MOROCCAN ARMY OFFICERS AND WHICH HAS CONDUCTED NUMBER OF 
GUERRILLA OPERATIONS IN SAHARA IN RECENT PAST. REASON FOR 
ARRESTS, KING SAID, WAS THAT THOSE CAPTURED "WERE SAHRAOUIS WHO 
WISHED TO REJOIN MOTHER COUNTRY". MOROCCANS, KING SAID, 

ACCEPT SPAIN'S RIGHT TO MAINTAIN ORDER IN COLONY BUT 

NOT TO IMPRISON SAHRAOUIS WHO PROCLAIM THEIR LOYALTY TO 
MOROCCO WHILE ANOTHER MOVEMENT, "WHICH I SHALL NOT NAME". 
ALLOWED TO MOVE FREELY, TO CLASH WITH SPANISH TROOPS AND 
TO MAKE PRESENTATION TO UN FACT FINDING MISSION. 

4. COMMENT: BOTH KING AND SPANISH EMBASSY SEEM FOR MOMENT 
TO BE REACTING CALMLY TO THIS INCIDENT. WHICH IS BY FAR 

MOST SERIOUS SPANISH-MOROCCAN CONFRONTATION TO DATE. WHILE 
THOSE CAPTURED MAY HAVE BEEN OPERATING UNDER SOME SORT OF 
FLU COVER, WE BELIEVE THAT SPANISH IDENTIFICATION OF THEM AS 
BELONGING TO 1 1TH COMPANY, 6TH BAT ALLION, ROYAL MOROCCAN ARMY 
(REF MESSAGE) PROBABLY CORRECT. THIS UNIT HAS FOR SOME 
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TIME BEEN TRAINING SAHRAOUIS AS GUERRILLA FIGHTERS. 

5. AT MOMENT, INCIDENT APPEARS RESULT OF MOROCCAN 
INTELLIGENCE FAILURE. IF SPANISH DO BEGIN PULLBACK AT 
LATER DATE, THIS CLASH MAY WELL BE PREVIEW OF THINGS TO 
COME. 

NEUMANN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PERSONNEL, POW, ARMED FORCES, INVASIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 JUN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975RABAT02733 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750201-0921 
From: RABAT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750664/aaaacgta.tel 

Line Count: 114 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 FBIS LONDON 091309Z, 75 JUNE 75 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <22 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SPANISH SAHARA: SPANISH CAPTURE MOROCCAN TROOPS IN SAHARA 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MOPS, MO, SS, SP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



